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Reflection by the Revd Paul Finlinson 
Whenever a person is interviewed for a job, one 
of the questions which is often asked is, not 
surprisingly, “Why do want to do this job?” Why 
do you want to be a teacher? A member of the 
police force? A social worker? A public servant or 
a Member of Parliament? 
 

Rarely do candidates for these positions, and 
many other similar ones, say that they want 
these jobs because they want to be made fun of 
or criticised by members of the public. And yet, 
as a consequence of wanting simply to serve 
others, many of us who have chosen these jobs 
have at times fallen victim to the ridicule and 
even hatred of others. It seems so unfair, and it 
is, when all you wanted to do was to hopefully 
bring good to the people you have chosen to 
serve. 
 

Doubtless many of you watch programmes such 
as Mock the Week and you read the hurtful 
gossip in newspapers and magazines. These days 
there are the anonymous comments on Twitter 
and Facebook as well, and seemingly everyone 
feels that they are entitled to be as rude about 
everyone else as they like – with no comeback at 
all. 
 

If you think that all this is new, however, think 
again. The original disciples of Jesus were 
mocked for their loyalty and for the message that 
they were proclaiming. Jesus had warned them 
that mockery would be the least of their worries. 

“Be on your guard,” he had told them, “they will 
hand you over to the local councils and flog you 
in their synagogues.” St Peter himself had denied 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane when he was 
confronted by people who accused him of being 
one of Jesus’ disciples. 
 

Even Jesus himself, as he was hanging on the 
cross, was mocked as a failure. The passers-by 
challenged him to come down from the cross and 
save himself. The soldiers spat on him and beat 
him with sticks. 
 

In the face of such circumstances, what are we to 
do? Do teachers give up teaching? Do the police, 
the social workers, the members of Parliament 
and all the rest resign because of the constant 
mocking. We hear that some are doing exactly 
that, or that they are not joining those and other 
professions in the first place. This should be a 
cause of great concern in our society. The 
majority, however, carry on because they know 
in their hearts that what they are doing is right. 
Society needs these people, otherwise there 
would be no society. 
 

And what of the disciples? They had seen their 
leader put to death. Doubtless they would have 
faced much ridicule for seemingly to have put 
their faith in the wrong person. Then they 
claimed that he had risen from the dead and that 
they had seen him in Jerusalem and in Galilee; 
again this would have provoked disbelief and 
ridicule from the people who had not seen him. 
And now, at the time of the Ascension, the 
appearances of the risen Jesus suddenly stopped; 
yet again they would be open to ridicule – where 
had this risen Jesus gone to? 
 

This is the time of the Church’s year we are 
currently in – we have celebrated the Ascension 
and today we rejoice in Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into heaven as Lord and King. This is hardly how 
the disciples would have felt at the time – they 
would have been in a state of bewilderment and 
demoralisation. The man they had put their faith 
in had gone – again! 
 

Is this really the end of the story? Of course it 
isn’t. Next Sunday is Pentecost Sunday when 
Jesus returns in Spirit form, but even in the 
Biblical accounts of that day the disciples are 
ridiculed, accused of being drunk at nine in the 
morning. But the Spirit is the power which we 



have been given to bring the good news of the 
risen and ascended Jesus to the people among 
whom we live and work. 
 

At its simplest, Jesus came to show people how 
to do good in the world and his followers aim to 
do just that. Teachers, the police and all the 
other people who seek to serve others, whether 
they are religious or not, aim to do just that as 
well. Are you part of the large group of people 
who aim to do good in the world, or are you one 
of those who stands on the side and mocks? 
     
A Prayer for the Seventh Sunday of Easter:   
O God the King of glory, you have exalted your 
only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven; we beseech you, leave us not 
comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our 
Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Psalm 68v.1-10:   
Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered; 
let those that hate him flee before him.   
As the smoke vanishes, so may they vanish 
away; as wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked 
perish at the presence of God.   
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before 
God; let them make merry with gladness.   
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; exalt him 
who rides on the clouds.  
The Lord is his name; rejoice before him.   
Father of the fatherless, defender of widows, 
God in his holy habitation!   
God gives the solitary a home and brings forth 
prisoners to songs of welcome, but the rebellious 
inhabit a burning desert.   
O God, when you went forth before your people, 
when you marched through the wilderness,  
The earth shook and the heavens dropped down 
rain, at the presence of God, the Lord of Sinai, at 
the presence of God, the God of Israel.  
You sent down a gracious rain, O God; you 
refreshed your inheritance when it was weary.   
Your people came to dwell there; in your 
goodness, O God, you provide for the poor. 
 
Acts 1v.6-14: When the apostles had come 
together, they asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He 

replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he 
had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
While he was going and they were gazing up 
towards heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up towards heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.’ 
 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 
day’s journey away. When they had entered the 
city, they went to the room upstairs where they 
were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
John 17v.1-11: Jesus looked up to heaven and 
said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
so that the Son may glorify you, since you have 
given him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And 
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I 
had in your presence before the world existed. 
 

‘I have made your name known to those whom 
you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; for the words that 
you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. And now I am 



no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one. 
 
Final prayer: Eternal God, giver of love and 
power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all 
the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the 
good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS:  
For all involved in the life and worship of the 
Abbey especially our cleaners, flower arrangers 
and all who help ‘behind the scenes’. 
For local churches, especially St Mary’s Catholic 
Churches at Carlton and Selby. 
 

For all involved in the education and support of 
children and young people including the staff and 
students at Selby High School and Key Stage Two 
at Selby Abbey School.  
 

Those who are sick or in need: Lynne Tebbet, 
Marlene Ward, Roy Matthews, Margaret Carder, 
Stephen Bower, Sharon Cooper, Tara Lee Reany, 
Christine Buttery, Becky Morris, John Hawley, 
Helen Wood, Nanette Wooler, Edna Sibley, Chris, 
Nicola, Fraser, Sean, Rachel, Tony. 
 

The departed: Colin Richards, Stanley Mimms, 

Stan Taylor, Ian Ness, Dorothy Scott 
 

THIS WEEK IN THE ABBEY   
Sat 10.00 Coffee Morning in the Hawdon 

10.30 Guided Tour 
19.30 Piano Recital by Janusz Piotrovicz 

Sun 08.00 Holy Communion 
 10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 16.00 Family Funtime 
 18.30 Evensong (said with hymns) 
Mon 12.00 Holy Communion 
Tue 12.00 Memorial Service 

13.00 Prayer for Ukraine 
Thu 10.00 Holy Communion 

All Day ‘Selby Sings’ Schools Day 
Fri 10.00 Funeral 
Sat   12.00 Wedding 

19.00 ‘One Off Brass’ concert 
 

The Abbey is open 10.00 – 16.00 daily. The Coffee & 
Gift Shop is open 10.30–15.30 (13.30–15.30 Sunday) 
 

FOLLOW THE SUNDAY SERVICE AT HOME 
For those not able to join us in the Abbey,  

the 10.00am Sunday Service is available to view 
online. Contact the Office for the Youtube link. 

 

COFFEE MORNING Saturday 20th May  
10.00- 11:30am in the Hawdon Institute.  
Come and have tea, coffee, teacakes and 
homemade cakes and help raise vital funds for 
the Abbey. Any donations or help and support on 
the day gratefully received.  
 

PIANO RECITAL: 7.30pm Saturday 20th May 
Renowned international recitalist Janusz 
Piotrowicz will perform on the Steinway Piano in 
the Quire of the Abbey. Music by Chopin, 
Scarlatti, Mozart, Schubert, Lizst & Rachmaninov. 
Tickets £15 available from the Gift Shop 
 

FAMILY FUNTIME: 1st & 3rd Sundays at 4.00pm 
Fun crafts, trails, activities, bible stories & songs 
followed by free party food tea for ages 0-11 
(accompanied by adults). Next: 21st May 
 

ONE OFF BRASS CONCERT: 7pm Saturday 27 May 
Programme to include light classical, sacred and 
swing music plus Brass Soloists. 
Tickets £8 from the Gift Shop. 
 

BANK HOLIDAYS It's not long until the next one 
on 29th May so any donations of tombola prizes, 
gift bags or donations towards the cost of the 
refreshments would be gratefully received.  
 

NEWSTEAD SINGERS LUNCHTIME CONCERT 
1.00pm Wednesday 31st May. Free (no tickets needed) 

 

ABBEY TOTS: every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the 
month from 10.00-11.00 in the St Nicholas Room 
in the Abbey. Next: 6th June 
 

LUNCHTIME ORGAN RECITALS 
This year’s series of weekly recitals begins on 
Tuesday 13th June at 12.30 with Franz Hauk from 
Ingolstadt.  
 

SELBY TOGETHER: Wednesday 14th June at 2pm 
“Summer Tea” in the St. Nicholas Centre £6.00.  
All welcome.  Please see Hazel or Gail to book. 
Next one: 12th July “Gadabout Girl” with Caroline 
Crutchley. 
 

SOUNDS OF SUMMER: Saturday 17 June 7.30pm 
A concert with the Leeds Male Voice Choir. 
Tickets £12 (under 18s free) 



CHURCHES TOGHETHER QUIZ: Three teams from 
the Abbey took part in the quiz last weekend 
along with several from other local churches and 
between them they came first and second (not 
that that matters – everyone had an enjoyable 
evening). £300 was raised for Christian Aid Week. 
Thank you to all involved. 
 

SELBY ABBEY JUNIOR CHOIR: Saturdays 10-10.45 
For any aged 6-10years who love singing to come 
and develop their vocal talents as part of a group. 
 

YOUTH GROUPS: 

‘THE MEET’ at the St Richard’s Centre on 

Mondays from 4.00-5.00pm for age 9-12. 

‘IGNITE & ALIVE’ at the Hawdon Institute on 

Tuesdays from 6.00-7.30pm for Y6 and above. 

Contact Rebecca or John Watkins for more info 

(07895216171/07725183732) 
 

ECO CHURCH GROUP: We meet each month to 
look at how we can improve our care of creation 
in our worship and mission. If this is something 
you feel called to, get in touch with Dan Thomas. 
  

EVENING FELLOWSHIP GROUP: We meet in 
people’s homes about once a fortnight on a 
midweek evening (usually Wednesday) for light 
refreshments, a "warm-up" activity such as a 
game or quiz, then about an hour of study of a 
bible passage and/or a Christian topic. If you may 
be interested in attending contact Chris Bywell at 
chrisbywell@yahoo.co.uk or on 01757 241723. 
 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER 2.00-2.30pm Mondays 

in the South Choir Aisle. An ecumenical group, we 

share any joys or concerns followed by 20min of 

silence. All welcome.   Janet Lawrence & Linda Courage 
 

SELBY FOODBANK: Items can be left in the 
Abbey. Current needs are tinned meat/fish, 
tinned fruit, tea bags/coffee, jam, UHT milk. No 
soup, beans, pasta, cereal or rice please.  
 

ABBEY CHOIR: We’re looking for treble, soprano, 

alto, tenor & bass singers (adults/children 8+). 

We’re especially keen to hear from potential 

tenors & basses at present. If you are interested 

in joining a friendly community & making music 

in our great building with the famous Abbey 

organ, contact Oliver Waterer. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: SHOP ASSISTANTS, 

SERVERS (10am Sundays), WELCOMERS, SUNDAY 

SCHOOL. Contact the vicar/office for more info. 
 

ONLINE DONATIONS: There is a ‘Donate’ button 

on our website so people can give online. 

 

ABBEY OFFICE  

Administrator Jennifer Cooke 

Phone  01757 703123 
Email  office@selbyabbey.org.uk 

Website  www.selbyabbey.org.uk 
 www.facebook.com/WelcomeWorshipWitness 

VICAR 

John Weetman 01757 705130 
weetman217@btinternet.com 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Neil Woodhall 01977 682091 
nbwoodhall@btinternet.com 

Julie Watson    01757 703123 
Paul Finlinson p.finlinson@outlook.com 

Dan Thomas    dan.thomas@selbyabbey.org.uk 
Karen Banks  karen.banks2@btopenworld.com 
CHURCHWARDENS 

Elaine Exley  07522182662 
Sue Tagert 07512402107 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Oliver Waterer     c/o Abbey Office 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

Chris Wilson  safeguarding@selbyabbey.org.uk 

 

YORK DIOCESE www.dioceseofyork.org.uk 

For a variety of news and resources. 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND  www.churchofengland.org 

For a range of resources including a virtual 
Sunday service & DAILY HOPE (0800 804 8044: a 
free phoneline of hymns, reflections & prayers).  
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